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Overview 

• For the most up-to-date COVID-19 information in Middlesex County including scheduling for vaccines and 
testing, case numbers, health information, helpful resources, and more, please visit 
www.middlesexcountynj.gov/covid19  

• Individuals who need assistance can be directed to the Middlesex County Vaccine Call Center at 732-745-
3100.   

• The New Jersey Department of Health recently added a Vaccine Appointment Finder to the COVID-19 
website. This new feature on the COVID-19 Information Hub will help people find available vaccine 
appointment locations throughout New Jersey. Visit the site at covid19.nj.gov/finder to browse a list of 
sites or search by county. 

• COVID-19 vaccines will be made available to individuals regardless of insurance coverage status. Individuals 
won’t pay coinsurance, deductibles, or copayments. Providers that administer vaccinations to patients 
without health insurance or whose insurance does not provide coverage of vaccination administration fees 
may not charge enrollees directly for any vaccine administration costs. 

• Middlesex County is looking for volunteers to assist with COVID-19 vaccination in medical and non-medical 
roles.  For more information, please visit www.middlesexcountynj.gov/covid19  

• According to the NJ COVID-19 Data Dashboard, a tool that provides a centralized, interactive means to 
track key analytics and information related to the COVID-19 outbreak, and vaccine distribution effort, the 
total amount of Middlesex County residents vaccinated by any provider is the following: 

http://www.middlesexcountynj.gov/covid19
https://covid19.nj.gov/pages/finder
http://www.middlesexcountynj.gov/covid19
https://covid19.nj.gov/forms/datadashboard


o 761,429 Total Doses Administered* 
o 440,665 First Doses Administered 
o 341,298 Fully Vaccinated People 

*Total vaccine doses administered includes dose 1, dose 2, and a small number of doses that do not have a 
dose number yet indicated at the time 

COVID-19 Vaccine Rollout – Phasing and Scheduling 

• As of April 19, 2021 – all New Jersey residents ages 18+ are eligible to receive the Moderna and Johnson & 
Johnson COVID-19 vaccines. 

• As of May 12, 2021 – all New Jersey residents ages 12+ are eligible to receive the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine. 

COVID-19 Vaccine Supply Chain 

• The State places direct orders with the Federal Government, and the State receives an amount at the 
discretion of the federal government, which is then subsequently subdivided and distributed by the 
State.    

• This week, the County received 4,500 vaccines for administration to County residents 

• Total Amounts Administered 
o Number of Doses Administered by County Government:  

 47,754 Primary Doses 
 41,012 Complete Doses (second+J&J) 
 88,766 Total (first and second) 

• Information about the number of doses administered in the State and demographic information can be 
found on the State COVID Dashboard.  

• The Food and Drug Administration recently revised the emergency use authorization (EUA) for the 
Johnson & Johnson Covid-19 vaccine to approve the resumption of the use of the J&J vaccine for 
persons 18 years of age and older. 

o On April 14 and April 23, the CDC’s Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) 
completed rigorous review of the Johnson & Johnson vaccine and post-authorization cases of 
thrombosis thombocyopenia. The CDC has adopted the ACIP’s recommendations to continue 
use of the J&J vaccine under the FDA’s EUA with updated fact sheets which include language 
reflecting the risk of rare thrombosis thrombocytopenia. 

COVID-19 Vaccine Rollout – Megasites  

• There are six state coordinated “Megasites” in New Jersey which administer vaccinations, dependent upon 
the supply of vaccine to New Jersey. 

• Middlesex County in partnership with the State of New Jersey and RWJBarnabas Health (RWJBH) is 
operating a COVID-19 vaccine mega-site in Edison Township at the New Jersey Convention & Exposition 
Center with the capacity to administer up to 4,000 vaccine doses per day to qualified individuals as per the 
State’s phasing plan. 

o The Middlesex County Megasite is open seven days per week from 8 am – 12 pm and is located at 
97 Sunfield Ave, Edison, NJ 08837. 

https://www.nj.gov/health/cd/topics/covid2019_dashboard.shtml
https://www.njexpocenter.com/
https://www.njexpocenter.com/
https://www.state.nj.us/health/cd/documents/topics/NCOV/VaccinePhasesFactSheet.pdf


• This site is receiving a direct allocation from the State of New Jersey separate and apart from the County 
allocation of the vaccine.   

• This site, along with all of the State Megasites, has begun accepting walk-in appointments. 

• Information to register for this site is available at www.middlesexcountynj.gov/covid19 or directly through 
the RWJBH website: rwjbh.org/covid19vaccine   

COVID-19 Vaccine Rollout – County Program 

• As part of Middlesex County’s larger expansion of accessibility to COVID-19 vaccines, effective May 10 the 
County will be utilizing a dedicated scheduling system for all vaccination clinics – including vaccinations at 
the county sites, mobile units, and homebound populations.   

• The new scheduling system allows for direct reservation of appointments, as well as walk-up appointments, 
giving greater flexibility to Middlesex County residents.  Residents will be able to directly select available 
dates, times, and locations of their vaccine appointment.   

• All who get vaccinated at County locations will continue to receive second doses through the County as 
well; and second doses will continue to be automatically scheduled through the new system.   

• Middlesex County residents can visit www.middlesexcountynj.gov/vaccine or call the Middlesex County 
Vaccine Call Center at 732-745-3100 to book appointments and find more information. 

• For those who booked their appointments through NJVSS prior to May 10, their experience will not change 
– they will receive their second dose through NJVSS.   

• The County clinics are no longer listed on the NJVSS, as of May 10. 

Middlesex County Vaccination Sites 

• The County has enhance its vaccination program by expanding hours of operation at clinics to include 
evening and weekend hours, offering walk-in appointments, creating pop-up vaccine clinics, and 
vaccinating hard-to-reach, vulnerable populations including homebound populations.  

• On May 13, the County began accepting “walk-up” appointments at all County sites. 

• These sites continue to be restricted to County residents only; however, those who work or go to school 
in Middlesex County may also visit these sites. 

• At Middlesex County clinics, an individual will be asked to provide proof of identity, which can be a utility 
bill or another piece of mail with their name, to verify who they are. An individual does not need a driver’s 
license or passport in order to receive the vaccine.  

o The County also does not ask for any form of insurance or copayment. The COVID-19 vaccine is free 
to all residents, regardless of insurance or immigration status.  

o Please also note that all personal information is safe, private, and protected by the law through the 
Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPPA) and will only be used to maintain a 
person’s health records. 

• To schedule an appointment at one of Middlesex County’s sites, please visit: 
www.middlesexcountynj.gov/vaccine 

http://www.middlesexcountynj.gov/covid19
https://middlesexcounty-my.sharepoint.com/personal/john_carroll_co_middlesex_nj_us/Documents/OPGA%20Shared%20Folder/Projects/Coronavirus/Vaccines%20Distribution/rwjbh.org/covid19vaccine
http://www.middlesexcountynj.gov/vaccine
http://www.middlesexcountynj.gov/vaccine


Community Based Vaccination Program 

• Middlesex County has begun piloting a Community-Based Vaccination Program, a partnership between the 
County’s Office of Health Services and Department of Community Services, which provides opportunity to 
address “at-risk” populations as well as those who have as of yet not had access to the vaccine – including 
working with community groups, homebound seniors, and those without access to technology to ensure 
equitable distribution.  This program included: 

o Utilizing mobile units to specifically to target congregate senior housing facilities around Middlesex 
County.  

o Partnering with Community Based Organizations to facilitate clinics in communities which have 
been struggling to access vaccines.   

o Arranging for vaccines to be delivered directly to those who receive meals through the Meals on 
Wheels program. 

o Working with the County’s Office of Aging and Disabled Services to reach out to Homebound 
Residents to: 

 Coordinate transportation for those that are ambulatory, to bring them to a vaccination 
location 

 Coordinate a nurse visit for those who are unable to leave their homes, to enable them to 
receive the vaccine at home 

o Candidates for any of these programs can be submitted to the Office of Health Services. 

Mobile Units 

• Middlesex County is poised to engage residents where they are located by targeting underperforming 
populations by stationing Mobile Vaccination units for pop-up clinics at well known community locations. 

• In order to increase residents ease of access to vaccination, these clinics will accept appointments, as well 
as walk-up appointments. 

COVID-19 Vaccine Rollout – Pharmacies & Other Locations 
• CVS, Rite Aid, ShopRite, and other pharmacies have begun offering vaccinations around the State.  All of 

these sites are required to abide by the State’s Vaccine Phasing plan and individuals without health 
insurance or whose insurance does not provide coverage of COVID-19 are eligible to receive a COVID-19 
vaccine at no cost. 

o CVS 
 For more information and/or to make an appointment, go to 

https://www.cvs.com/immunizations/covid-19-vaccine 
o Rite Aid  

 Appointments may be made at http://ritea.id/newjersey 
o  ShopRite 

 Appointments can be made by going to vaccines.shoprite.com   

Appointments 

• The New Jersey Department of Health recently added a Vaccine Appointment Finder to the COVID-19 
website. This new feature on the COVID-19 Information Hub will help people find available vaccine 

https://www.cvs.com/immunizations/covid-19-vaccine
http://ritea.id/newjersey


appointment locations throughout New Jersey. Visit the site at covid19.nj.gov/finder to browse a list of 
sites or search by county. 

• This site aggregates information across multiple scheduling platforms multiple times per hour to let people 
know where appointments are available and instructions on how to schedule an appointment. 

• You must be currently eligible to receive the vaccine. Due to high demand, appointment availability 
changes rapidly and users are urged to check back regularly for updated information.  

COVID-19 Vaccine Rollout – 65+ ONLY 
• Seniors ages 65 and older are now able to access free, dedicated COVID-19 vaccine appointments in New 

Jersey. There are three ways to do so: 

o Seniors may call the senior-specific NJ COVID Call Center hotline at 856-249-7007, available from 8 
am – 8 pm. Individuals will be able to register, schedule, and reschedule their appointments as 
needed. 

o Seniors, 65 and older on the New Jersey Vaccine Scheduling System wait-list may receive calls or 
messages from the NJ COVID Vaccine Call Center to schedule dedicated appointments at the 
following locations: 

 Walmart (~60 sites being activated)  

• https://www.walmart.com/store/directory/nj 

 Gloucester Megasite 

• These sites may have dedicated appointments for those 65 and older 

o Seniors, 65 and older may also be able to access dedicated appointments at certain hospitals as 
well as the following retail pharmacies across the state: 

 CVS: (800) 746-7287 https://www.cvs.com/immunizations/covid-19-vaccine 

 Rite Aid: (800) 748-3243 http://ritea.id/newjersey  

 Walgreens: 1-800-9254-73367(1-800-WALGREENS) 
https://www.walgreens.com/findcare/vaccination/covid-19/ -for Walgreens account 
holders only.    

Vaccination Registration Questions and Assistance: 

• Individuals who need assistance can be directed to the Middlesex County Call Center at 732-745-3100. 

COVID-19 Vaccine Background Information 

• COVID-19 vaccines help our bodies develop immunity to the virus that causes COVID-19 without us having 
to get the illness. Different types of vaccines work in different ways to offer protection. 

• Both the Pfizer-BioNTech and Moderna vaccines are messenger RNA vaccines (mRNA), which when 
injected instruct our cells how to make a protein—or even just a piece of a protein—that triggers an 
immune response inside our bodies. That immune response, which produces antibodies, is what protects 
us from getting infected if the real virus enters our bodies. 

• The Johnson & Johnson COVID-19 vaccine is a viral vector vaccine. In viral vector vaccines, a gene unique to 
the virus being targeted is added to the viral vector. For COVID-19 vaccines, this gene codes for the spike 
protein, which is only found on the surface of SARS-CoV-2. The viral vector is used to shuttle this gene into 

https://www.cvs.com/immunizations/covid-19-vaccine
http://ritea.id/newjersey
https://www.walgreens.com/findcare/vaccination/covid-19/
https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/pfizer-biontech-covid-19-vaccine
https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/moderna-covid-19-vaccine
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/different-vaccines/mrna.html
https://www.jnj.com/johnson-johnson-covid-19-vaccine-authorized-by-u-s-fda-for-emergency-usefirst-single-shot-vaccine-in-fight-against-global-pandemic
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/different-vaccines/viralvector.html


a human cell. Once inside a cell, the viral vector uses this gene and the cell’s machinery to produce the 
spike protein and display it on the cell’s surface. 

o Once displayed on the cell’s surface, the protein (or antigen) causes the immune system to begin 
producing antibodies and activating T-cells to fight off what it thinks is an infection. These 
antibodies are specific to the SARS-CoV-2 virus, which means the immune system is primed to 
protect against future infection. 

• COVID-19 vaccines that are authorized for use have gone through clinical trials involving tens of thousands 
of participants to determine their safety and efficacy. Clinical trials of all vaccines must first show they are 
safe and effective before any vaccine can be authorized or approved for use, including COVID-19 vaccines. 
The known and potential benefits of a COVID-19 vaccine must outweigh the known and potential risks of 
the vaccine for use under what is known as an Emergency Use Authorization (EUA). 

• Getting COVID-19 may offer some natural protection, known as immunity. Current evidence suggests that 
reinfection with the virus that causes COVID-19 is uncommon in the 90 days after initial infection. However, 
experts don’t know for sure how long this protection lasts, and the risk of severe illness and death from 
COVID-19 far outweighs any benefits of natural immunity. COVID-19 vaccination will help protect you by 
creating an antibody (immune system) response without having to experience sickness. 

• The Pfizer and Moderna vaccines are given as an injection into the muscle and as a series of two shots. The 
Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine is two doses given 21 days apart and the Moderna vaccine is two doses given 28 
days apart. 

• The Johnson & Johnson vaccine is given as a single-shot injection into the muscle. 

• COVID-19 vaccines will not give you COVID-19.  

• COVID-19 vaccines will not cause you to test positive on COVID-19 viral tests. Vaccines won't cause you to 
test positive on viral tests, which are used to see if you have a current infection. 

• After receiving an injection of a COVID-19 vaccine, you will be observed for 15 minutes by healthcare staff 
to monitor any side effects. Observation may be longer (30 minutes) if you have a history of anaphylaxis. 

o Like many vaccines, a COVID-19 vaccine may cause some temporary discomfort. In addition to a 
sore arm, side effects of the vaccines may include tiredness, headache, muscle pain, chills, joint 
pain, fever, injection site swelling, injection site redness, nausea, feeling unwell, and swollen lymph 
nodes. 

• The Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine is recommended for persons 16 years of age and older under the 
FDA’s Emergency Use Authorization, however, the Moderna and Johnson & Johnson vaccines are 
recommended for individuals 18 years and older. Not all sites administer both vaccines, so it is important 
to check with your vaccination site before scheduling a visit to ensure you are eligible.  

• Individuals who are pregnant and those in an immunocompromised state (weakened immune system) 
from solid organ transplant are also eligible but should follow CDC guidance and first discuss vaccination 
with their medical provider before receiving the vaccine.  

• Wearing masks and social distancing help reduce your chance of being exposed to the virus or spreading it 
to others, but these measures are not enough. Vaccines will work with your immune system so it will be 
ready to fight the virus if you are exposed. 

COVID-19 Safety Protocols: 

• Cover your mouth and nose with a mask when around others, stay at least 6 feet away from others, avoid 
crowds, and wash your hands often. The combination of getting vaccinated and following the CDC’s 
recommendations to protect yourself and others will offer the best protection from COVID-19. 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/effectiveness.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/vaccine-benefits.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/expect/after.html


• On February 10, the CDC issued updated recommendations on how to maximize the protection that masks 
provide. Correct and consistent mask use is important to prevent getting and spreading COVID-19. This 
includes making sure that the mask fits snugly against the face (covering nose and mouth) and the mask 
has multiple layers of material (either multiple layers of fabric or a disposable mask underneath a cloth 
mask).   
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